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Agenda

1. Introduction to the Nordic Swan Ecolabel: 

2. Why the Nordic Swan Ecolabel

3. The requirements  

5 minute break

4. Licence model 

5. Fees

6. Application platform and process

7. Questions
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The Nordic Swan Ecolabel

• The official ecolabel in the Nordic countries 

• Among the world's most stringent and 

recognized environmental certifications

• Guiding consumers and professional 

procurers to  products that are among the 

environmentally best

• Giving manufacturers a recipe on how to 

develop more environmentally sustainable 

products



Average annual consumption per inhabitant in the Nordic countries ranges from 13 to 16 kg textile

Climate change
Estimated that the fashion industry is 

responsible for 10% of global carbon 

emissions

Harmful chemicals
About 2,450 different chemicals are 

identified for textile production and 

1,150 of these are identified as harmful

EU: Textiles have the fourth highest negative impact on the 
environment and climate change

Water pollution
About 20% of global clean water 

pollution comes from dyeing and 

finishing textile products
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The green transition is happening now

Governments are developing regulations to facilitate the transition 

to a more sustainable textile industry. 

EU Sustainable Textiles Strategy:

• Developing eco-design measures to ensure that textile products 

are fit for circularity

• Ensuring the uptake of secondary raw materials

• Tackling the presence of hazardous chemicals

• Empowering business and private consumers to choose 

sustainable textiles and get easy access to reuse and repair 

services



«The Nordic Swan is a 
good example of
Nordic cooperation, it 
is a true Nordic power
brand»

Paula Lehtomäki,
Secretary General of the Nordic Council of 
Ministers 
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93%
Recognition in the Nordic countries
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The most well known ecolabel in the Nordics

Source: Nordic (ex Iceland) consumer survey on clothes and textiles on assignment for Nordic Ecolabelling (IPSOS 2018)13

97%

82%

43%

38%

31%

21%

13%

12%

11%

Know the label Don't know
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Why the Nordic 
Swan Ecolabel
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5 reasons to choose the
Nordic Swan Ecolabel

1. Comprehensive holistic requirements with a life 

cycle perspective – control and traceability of 

your value chain and sourcing

2. Communicate environmental claims with the most

well known and trusted ecolabel in the Nordics

3. With the official Nordic Ecolabel – independent 

third-party labelling initiated by the Nordic 

authorities – you  are a frontrunner in the green 

transition 

4. Professional procurers demand better 

environmental performance and prefers official 

ecolabels as documentation

5. Nordic staff supporting you throughout the whole 

process from application to communication of the 

ecolabelled products 
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Consumers are frustrated and believe it is important that 
labels are independent to be trustworthy

78% 
is annoyed that many products are 

marketed as "green" without explanation

78% 
think companies often seem to 

exaggerate how environmentally friendly 

their products are

77%
think it is of vital importance that 

labelling schemes are objective and 

independent of the products they are 

certifying

Source: Nordic Consumer survey 2019 (IPSOS) and  Norwegian consumer survey (Yougov 2021)16



Nordic consumers want Nordic Swan Ecolabelled clothes and 
textiles

79% 
want to choose environmentally friendly 

clothes

86% 
find it difficult to know if the clothes they 

buy are environmentally friendly

7/10 
would have chosen Nordic Swan 

Ecolabelled clothing if it was available

Source: Nordic consumer survey on clothes and textiles on assignment for Nordic Ecolabelling (IPSOS 2018)
17
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76 %
trust Swan-labelled products to be good 
environmental choices
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Professional Procurement

Professional procurement, including both private 

and public organizations, use their purchasing 

power to lead markets to more sustainable 

products and services. 

(Norway's biggest public procurer)
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Why is the use of ecolabels 
effective and simplifying in 
procurement?

• The buyer does not have to develop his 

own environmental requirements

• Minor evaluation burden

• The buyer receives a third-party 

environmental guarantee

• Predictability for suppliers through 

standardization
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Nordic staff supporting you

From application to communication of the 

ecolabelled products we are here to help you 

throughout the process

• Environmental experts

• Guidance on application process matters

• Guidance for use of the logo in packaging, 

materials and marketing of your ecolabelled

products 
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Requirements for 
Nordic Swan 
Ecolabelled clothes 
and textiles 5.0
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Nordic Swan Ecolabelled 
clothes, textiles and leather

Reduced environmental impact throughout the 

lifecycle of the textile. 

• Fibers 

• Chemicals

• Product quality 

• Product design

• Energy and water

• Wastewater

• Workers rights and working conditions

• Animal welfare

• Packaging

• Requirements for brand owners
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Lifecycle based criteria
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Circular economy

Prolongs the lifetime of the product:

• Strict quality requirements 

• Not allowed to design clothes with «wear» 

holes

Other:

• Unsold products cannot be burned or sent to 

landfill

• Re-design products is now possible

• Not allowed with metal-details with no 

purpose

• Strict chemical requirements

• Packaging materials can be recycled

25
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Re-design products: Reuse of 
textiles to make new products

The used textiles must:

• Not come from the chemical and oil industries

• Textiles from the health care sector: Wash 

method to delete microorganisms 

• No contain plastisol prints/details

In addition, must be previous certification or 

only be used for:

• furnishing fabrics such as rugs, tablecloths, 

blankets (not bed linen) and curtains 

• adult clothing for consumers, but not 

underwear 

• bags, purses, wallets, and other adult 

accessories
26
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Hides/skins and leather

• Only hides and skins from sheep, 
goats, cows, horses, pigs, elk, deer, 
reindeer and fish (not red-listed) are 
allowed

• Re-design products are possible.

• Chromium content, and no cadmium 
or lead

• Chemical requirements 

• Wastewater from tanneries

• Water and energy consumption for 
tanning

• Quality

• Unsold products cannot be burned or 

sent to landfill

• Packaging
27
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Cotton (and other natural seed fibres of 
cellulose)

• Cotton must be 100% organic or recycled

• Alternative requirement for selected textiles 

for professional use, documenting the worst 

pesticides have not been used

• GMO-Free
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Wool

Must originate from sheep, camel, alpaca, or 

goat

Must be one of these:

• Certified organic wool

• Recycled wool

• Conventional wool with low pesticide content 

in the raw wool

Requriments for wastewater from wool scouring.
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Regenerated cellulose fibre

• Recycled cellulosic raw materials or from 

approved tree species

• FSC or PEFC certified (virgin)

• If the fabric contains more than 30% then 

closed loop technology  else low emissions 
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Synthetic fibre

• Must be based on either recycled or bio-

based material. 

• Test for loss of fibre fragments (microplastics)
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Synthetic fibre

Recycled material: 

• Must not come from plants that are EFSA or 

FDA approved as food contact material

• Test requirement for specific harmful 

chemicals

Bio-based material: 

• Must not be based on palm oil, soybean oil 

and soy flour

• Must be waste or residual materials or GMO 

free (and for sugar cane in addition certified)
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Chemical requirements

General requirements for all chemicals:

• Requirement for classifications of chemical 
products (harmful to the environment or 
health)

• Ban of all CMR classified ingoing substances 

• Requirements for prohibited substances (e.g., 
endocrine disruptors and PFASs)

Additional requirements for specific process 

chemicals e.g.:

Metal complex dyes, antibacterial substances, 

chemicals that contain silicone etc. 
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Quality and function
requirements

Updated:

• Stretching and shrinking 

• Colour fastness to light 

• Pilling 

New:

• Tear strength 

• Tensile strength 

• Seam strength and slippage

• Colour fastness to perspiration and saliva

• Abrasion resistance 
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ILO Conventions

• Prohibition of forced labour

• Freedom of association, and protection of the 
right to organise and to conduct collective 
bargaining

• Prohibition of child labour

• No discrimination

• No violent treatment

• Workplace health and safety

• Fair pay 

• Working hours

35



Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides

Working environment

• Manual and mechanical sandblasting or 
sanding of denim is prohibited.

• Potassium permanganate for the treatment of 
denim fabrics/products, is prohibited if used in 
open process

• Requirements on both environmental and 
health properties of all chemicals used in the 
textile production
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Animal welfare

• Use of feathers and down plucked from live 
birds is prohibited.

• Use of feathers and down from forced 
feeding of birds is prohibited

• Mulesing are not permitted
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BAT- techniques to reduce 
energy and water consumption

• Energy management system or a system for 

the management of CO2 emissions. For 

energy used for dyeing, printing and finishing. 

• Water consumption must be measured for wet

processes.

• Implemented a minimum of BAT water and energy 

efficiency techniques or in-house production of 

solar energy. 
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Packaging requirements

PVC (still) not allowed.

New requirements – All packaging materials:

• Materials in packaging must be possible to recycle in existing 

waste systems in the Nordic countries 

• Only mono-materials can be used

• Multi-material hangers are allowed if collected and reused in a 

textile manufacturer’s take-back system

Specific for plastic packaging 

• Paper labels cannot be used

• Shall be made from either PE, PP or PET 

• Coloring is only permitted if at least 50% by weight of the 

plastic is recycled material

39



Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides

Requirements for brand 
owner (product licence)

• Information about the products 

• Unsold products cannot be sent for 

incineration or dumped in landfill

• Information on reduced washing

• Packaging requirements

• Code of conduct and procedures to 

ensure that ILO conventions are 

complied with by subcontractors 

• Control and assessment of suppliers

• Licence maintenance
40
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process, platforms 
and fees
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New licence model to enable 
better traceability 

Brand owners are incorporated into the license 

structure as licensees of product licenses

• Prevents abuse of the Nordic Swan Ecolabel

• Protect serious brands and companies

• Enables Nordic Ecolabelling to better guide 

consumers and procurers

44



Two types of licence

Product licence

• Applicants: Brand owners

• The licence needed to get a Nordic 

Swan Ecolabelled product 

• Based on one or more manufacturing 

licenses in addition to extra 

requirements

Manufacturing licence

• Applicants: Typically manufacturers, but 

also possible for brand owners

• Gives the right to manufacture for 

product licences within the product area 

specified in the licence. 

• Does NOT give the right to communicate 

that any product is Nordic Swan 

Ecolabelled. 
45
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Application fees

47

Product licences (brand owners) Price in EUR ex VAT

New application received before end of 2022  1500. Free of charge for brand owners who are licensees today

(vrs 4 licence) if they apply for renewal of their current license on the same date.

New application received after 2022  3000

Changes or extension of existing licence licence Depends on how much time we have to spend:

< 4 hours: 375

< 8 hours: 750

≥ 8 hours: 1 500

Manufacturing licences Price in EUR ex VAT

New application 3.000

Application for renewal before the license has expired 1.500

More than one audit within the Nordics* 500 per extra audit

Audit, Europe 1.500 per audit

Audit, Outside Europé* 2.500 per audit

Extension of existing or changes in licence < 4 hours: 375
< 8 hours: 750 
≥ 8 hours: 1,500
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Annual Licence Fees until December 31st 2023
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Licences based on vrs 4 / Manufacturing licences Price in EUR ex VAT

For sales in the Nordic countries 0,3% of the Nordic Swan Ecolabelled products’ turnover 
in the Nordic countries

Minimum fee the Nordics 2 000 EUR

Maximum fee the Nordics 100 000 EUR

For sales outside the Nordics  

(if the Nordic Swan Ecolabelled products have a turnover 
of more than 300 000 EUR outside the Nordic region)

2 000 EUR

Product licences (brand owners) Price in EUR ex VAT

Annual Licence Fee No fee in 2022 and 2023
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Annual Licence Fees from January 1st 2024
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Manufacturing licences Price in EUR ex VAT

Annual Licence Fee (Global) 2.000

Product licences (brand owners) Price in EUR ex VAT

Annual Licence Fee, Nordics 0,15 % of the products turnover in the Nordic countries 
up to 30 million EUR. 

0,05% of the turnover that exceeds 30 million EUR

Minimum fee, Nordics 2.000

Annual fee for sale outside the Nordics 2.000 if the turnover exceeds 300 000 EUR of Nordic 
Swan Ecolabelled products sold outside the Nordics



The Nordic Ecolabelling 
portal 

Enables easier reuse of documentation and 

ensures better traceability

• Fill in and deliver application form

• Respond to requirements and have dialogue with 

your designated evaluator 

• See the progress of applications

• Access to all your documentation

• Overview of your licences, ecolabelled products 

and ongoing applications



Two types of licence + Supply Chain Items
All requirements are now available digitally

Product licence Manufacturing licence Textile item 

• Where the product scope of the 

manufacturing licence is defined 

• Based on ingoings supply chain items 

in addition to extra requirements
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Supply Chain Items
Ingoing materials that needs to be declared

Fabric Hides/skins and leather Accessories
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Supply Chain Items
Ingoing materials that needs to be declared

Padding Fibres Chemicals
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Product licence
Manufacturing licence

Textile item

Fabrics Hides/skins/leather Accessories

ChemicalsFibres 

Padding and filling 

material  
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The digital application
process in 5 steps

1. Request login 

2. Sign in

3. Submit application form

4. Document that you meet the requirements

5. Submit your application
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1: Request login
Fill in the Power of Attorney for the Nordic Ecolabelling Portal

https://app.verified.eu/web/nordic-ecolabelling-portal/57

https://app.verified.eu/web/nordic-ecolabelling-portal/
https://app.verified.eu/web/nordic-ecolabelling-portal/
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2. Sign in

Please sign into the portal here: 

Nordic Ecolabelling Portal

Please use Microsoft Edge or 

Google Chrome as web browser.

How to apply and document that you meet the requirements for a Nordic Swan Ecolabel licence.58

https://portal.nordic-ecolabel.org/
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How to help you customer obtain a Nordic Swan Ecolabel license59

3. Submit application form
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How to help you customer obtain a Nordic Swan Ecolabel license60
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4. Document that you meet the requirements
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Tips and recommendations

• Make sure to start a good dialogue with your 
manufacturers and sub-suppliers – invite them 
to the next webinar 

• Start with one product, respond to 
requirements and get feedback from your 
evaluator 

• Always “save” your responses and use “save 
and close” before leaving your answers

• Get in touch with us in the Nordic Swan 
Ecolabel if you have any questions!



Questions?
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Questions and answers

Can a retailer be certified on chain-level or on store-level?

No, only products can be certified. 

Which test is required for microplastic shedding? 

TMC (The Microfibre Consortium) test method or standard ISO/DIS 4484-1. The requirement document (PDF) 

will soon be updated with this.

Is the test for microplastic required for mixed compositions like synthetic/wool mix fabrics?  

Fabrics, included with more than 10% by weight in the textile product and consist of at least 90% by weight of 

synthetic fibres, shall be tested.
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As a brandowner, will our supplier (dyehouse) need a manufacturing license before our brand can get a product 

license?

Yes, you will need to base your application for product licence on a manufacturing licence that includes your 

manufacturing site. It is also possible for a brand owner to apply for a manufacturing licence for their 

manufacturing site. 

Is metal complex dyes totally not allowed or are there some limitations?

It is only allowed to use metal complex dyes and pigments that are based on copper. And must only make up 5 

weight percentage of the dye. Only allowed for certain fiber types; wool fibers, polyamide and blend of wool 

and/or polyamide with regenerated cellulose fibre. 
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Questions and answers

What is your definition of «longer lifetime»?

The Nordic Swan Ecolabel does not have a definition of “longer lifetime”, but the Nordic Swan Ecolabel have 

introduced some of the strongest quality and durability requirements for textiles to ensure that the textile 

products is suited for a long lifetime in the use stage. The requirements include both color fastness, dimension 

change, abrasion resistance, pilling, tear and tensile strength and also seam strength and seam slippage 

resistance. 

Is it correctly understood that there is no new requirements for the end-of-life phase (at the consumers) or no 

new requirements for the servicefase (cleaning and washing as a service)?

We have separate requirements for textile services. This is another criteria group where we take care of 

requirements regarding cleaning and washing as a service. 

We do not set requirements to consumers as we cannot control what they do. We do have requirements relevant 

for the use phase. For example information to consumers  recommend them not to wash the textiles too often, 

quality requirements, and requirements to the health properties of all chemicals used. 

83
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Questions and answers

In terms om total CO2 emissions for a product, what tends to matter the most is where a product is produced. 

This due to huge differences in energy mixes used. How can a procurer also take this into account? And does the 

Swan label include this perspective?

As demonstrated, there are BAT-technology requirement for energy use. These are different depending how much the manufacture is producing. 

You also need to measures your energy use in different processes of manufacturing. This data might enable us to set more specific requirements 

for energy use in the future. 

The C02 emission are not only depending on the energy you use. The criteria gen 5 has several requirements contributing to a reduced climate 

impact from the textiles. The Nordic Swan Ecolabel sets absolute pass or fail requirements for the specific climate hotspots in the life cycle -

hotspots with high RPS (Relevance, Potential and Steerability) for setting requirements that have an environmental impact. As described in the 

latest Circular Economy Action Plan from the European Commission circularity is an essential part of a wider transformation towards climate 

neutrality. Hence all the following requirements are also contributing to a reduced climate impact and a circular economy: 

− Prohibition of textile fibers based on virgin fossil resources instead promoting the use of recycled or renewable materials and fibers.

− Requirements for high quality of the textile by testing e.g., dimensional change, color fastness and abrasion resistance to give a longer 

lifetime.

− Ecolabelling re-designed textiles

− Substituting harmful chemicals and prohibition unnecessary accessories on the fabric promoting high quality recycling

− Ban on incineration and land fill of unsold textiles
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Thank you!

Please get in touch with your contact person or 

national rep if you have any questions. 

DK: Henrik Hougaard

Customer Relations Manager

+45 72 41 48 06

hho@ecolabel.dk

FI: Annika Hämäläinen

Expert textiles, furniture, printing

+358 46 920 7355

annika.hamalainen@ecolabel.fi

NO: Karl-Oskar Nicolaisen

Marketing advisor

+47 97 10 57 56

kon@svanemerket.no

SE: Ulf Eriksson

: Advisor

+46 (0)8-55 55 24 44

ulf.eriksson@svanen.se
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